
Dear Generals,
I find myself reflecting back on this school year and somehow struggle to comprehend that we only have a little of
the last grading period remaining.  I guess with all of the amazing experiences our students and staff create for
each of us to enjoy that it is easy to lose track of time.  The performances of our drama and music programs illus-
trate that incredible talent, we are so fortunate to foster in the youth of our community.  The success of our winter
sports programs only echo this belief as evidenced by our Lady Generals basketball team earning back-to-back
MVL titles, our boys basketball team earning over 20 wins for the first time in over 3 decades, our wrestling Gen-
erals sending 10 competitors onto districts and four to state, and finally our gymnastics team qualifying for the
state meet for the second year in a row.  
This newsletter highlights the recent events and success stories of our students, but it also does much more.  It
helps paint a picture of what it means to be a GENERAL.  I have been approached by several families the last
few weeks who share their gratitude toward the district for the opportunities it offers their children.  They further
share their sincere appreciation for how the staff and community supports the students, and more importantly
how the students support one another.
The recent events in Florida can shake even the strongest of faith and it is more important now, than ever before,
that we continue to support one another, care for one another, and love one another.  The Northern Local School
District is my family, as I am certain that it is each of yours; and I intend to do everything I can to ensure the
safety of my Family.  I hope that you will join me as we continue to improve the safe and nurturing environment
that we strive to provide for our students.   
As always, I encourage you to come to our buildings during the numerous activities going on so that you can see
why I am always so excited to be a GENERAL.

Yours in Education, 
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We find ourselves just past the mid way point of this
school year. As always, it is hard to
believe how quickly time goes. Over the past couple
months, Thornville Elementary has been
very busy. As we work hard in our day to day rou-
tine we are also learning about various
character strengths through the Positivity Project. In
November, we talked a lot about the
character strength of gratitude. We honored our
local veterans with our Veteran Day assembly.
We are extremely grateful for the service and sacri-
fice all veterans make. Along with honoring
our local veterans we had a visit from WWI re-enac-
tor and historian Jeremy Bowles, aka The
Dayton Doughboy. This year marked the 100th an-
niversary of the United States entering WWI
and Jeremy talked with our students about “his
time” in the army during WWI. He also did an
extended session with our fifth grade class talking
about what things would have been like for
the The Dayton Doughboy and his fellow soldiers. 

Thornville Elementary 
Principal Clint Rhodes

As we begin the second half of this school year we
find ourselves fighting the cold weather and snow
that January has brought.  Fittingly, our first Positivity
Project character strength back is; perseverance.  In-
dividuals who are strong in this character strength
have a never give up attitude and understand that
their hard work will eventually pay off.  Perseverance
is a great strength for us to teach and model to our
children.  Along with perseverance our students are
covering Hope/Optimism, Prudence, Fairness and
Love over the next few weeks. In February our build-
ing will have our next assembly where we will recog-
nize some individuals who do a great job
demonstrating those strengths.  Connection/Purpose
is one of those strengths that is built upon over time.
At Thornville we want all our students to feel con-
nected to our school and community.  Most impor-
tantly we want them to see that they are a special
individual who has a purpose in life that they can be
excited about pursuing.
One of the final Positivity Project character strengths
that our students will be learning about at the end of
this school year is Connection/Purpose.  Although we
only study each word for a week or two we want our
students to recognize them in themselves and others
everyday.  

Honoring our local veterans and 
the Dayton Doughboy

5th Grade Wax Museum

Also in November, we welcomed some
special guests for our annual Thanksgiving Feast.
During this celebration and meal our second
graders sang while our fifth graders served. In De-
cember, our third graders wrapped up the first
half of the year with another great Christmas Concert
led by Mrs. VanSickle. We also had other great learn-
ing experiences such as our student wax museum,
Christmas Around the World lessons, volcano experi-
ments, and group “press conferences.” There is so
much for us to be grateful for in our school, commu-
nity, and country.



Here are the students that have been recognized for
the first ten character strengths we have looked at so
far this year:

Curiosity = Ayven Carpenter
Open-Mindedness = Canyon Daly 
Perspective = Rylan Mitchell
Teamwork = Ellie Ruthers
Creativity = Pete Culver
Bravery = Kaylee Watts 
Gratitude = Aubrey Rhodes
Humility = Makenna Kellermeyer 
Kindness = Caleb Wilson
Self-Control = Zaraya Addis 

Yours in Education, 
Clint Rhodes, Principal

Glenford Elementary
Principal, Sherri Lawrence

Also coming up in February we will be able to enjoy a
visit from The Columbus Children’s Theatre.  This
year they will be performing a version of the “Three
Little Pigs” for our students.  Thank you PTO for your
generosity in bringing this exciting performance to our
building again this year.  Another great time that is
coming up for our fourth graders is their Culture Day.
This is where they share with classmates and parent
guests what they have learned about another country
and culture that they have be researching.  This is al-
ways a fun time for our students and just another op-
portunity for them to show what they have been
learning in a creative way.

Glenford Elementary School was a busy place during
the second quarter of the 2017-2018 school year. Our
school knows how to learn while having fun! Many of
our community members came to our school to help
us experience real-life learning! In November, our
area United States Veterans came to eat lunch with
us. Students made posters honoring their families,
friends, and neighbors for the luncheon. We learned
so much from our family members and neighbors
about our country’s history!

Mr. Fred Taylor, WWII Veteran and D-Day participant, joined
his neighbors for lunch on Veterans Day. Mr. Taylor will be 99
years young in June of 2018!

The annual Glenford Elementary Thanksgiving lunch
was a huge success. We would like to thank our
Food Services Department and all of our P.T.O volun-
teers for assisting us with serving our students. 375+
students and staff enjoyed turkey and all of the side
dishes with pie for dessert!

Two of our Kinder-
garten students 
experience their first
Thanksgiving lunch
at Glenford.



Glenford Elementary received exciting news from
the Ohio Department of Education in December. Our
school has been recognized for maintaining high ac-
ademic achievement among our students, including
many from economically disadvantaged circum-
stances that can make learning difficult. This award
spans a 5 year period of high student achievement
and growth. Glenford Elementary would like to thank
our community, students, and families for their hard
work and support in helping us achieve this award.
We are extremely proud of our teachers, stu-
dents and staff! Congratulations, to all of you, on
a job well done!

The Third Quarter at Glenford Elementary will bring
more technology to our building as our 3rd, 4th and
5th graders prepare for the online AIR Assessments
this Spring. We will be adding 40 chromebooks to our
building, and students and teachers can’t wait to use
more technology for learning and instruction. We will
also be preparing a Grandparents Day event in the
near future, so stay tuned for details and pictures of
this event! 
Finally, we would like to thank all of the community
churches, neighbors and businesses that ensured our
students had a wonderful Thanksgiving meal with
their families and toys and clothes under their Christ-
mas trees. Our community had over 30 individuals or
businesses sponsor students and their families during
the holidays. Thank you for your generous support of
our school! 
Your Partner in Education,
Sherri Lawrence
Principal-Glenford Elementary School

4th grade students shop 
at the 4th Grade Store.

We are extremely
proud of our teachers,
students and staff!
Congratulations, to all
of you, on a job well
done!

December brought real-world learning activities, as
well as celebrations of winter’s wonder! Fourth Grade
students experienced budgeting money and “wants”
versus “needs” were discovered in the Fourth Grade
School Store. Fourth Graders were able to “buy”
items with the money they had earned the first se-
mester doing their jobs which included: being respon-
sible, working independently and coming to school
prepared to learn! 

2nd and 3rd Graders
enjoyed singing winter
songs and carols for all
of their family and
friends.

Donuts with Dad
is always fun!

Glenford Third Graders were introduced to the many
uses of recycled paper while making paper orna-
ments with Katrina Carpenter, Education Specialist
from Perry County Waste Reduction & Recycling.
Students learned how to create new 
paper from old paper and how to add colors to the
new paper to create an awesome keepsake.  

Of course, December wouldn’t be complete without
our annual Donuts with Dad breakfast celebration and
our 2nd and 3rd Grade Winter Concert! We closed
out 2017 with Winter Celebrations at every grade
level! Each student decorated a cut-out sugar cookie,
made winter crafts and many snuggled up with a
good book while wearing their winter pajamas!

Glenford Elementary (continued)
Finished recycled paper
ornaments



The students of Somerset Elementary had a suc-
cessful 2nd quarter which was evident in not just aca-
demics and working towards perfect attendance, but
also in athletics, Christmas programs, and spreading
the #OtherPeopleMatter mindset. As our students
prepare for a strong finish to the school year we still
have a lot to look forward to and prepare for. 

Our 4th and 5th grade students sang Christmas car-
ols while delivering 75 poinsettias to members
throughout our community in early December as a
random act of kindness. As we headed out of Somer-
set Elementary students broke off in small groups
and entered the businesses around the square with
the task of handing out the poinsettias to those in-
side. Our students received smiles, thank yous, cook-
ies from a very kind community member in Subway,
and several written notes, and messages on Face-
book, Twitter and in the mail. This was a great way
for our students to show how much we appreciate
everyone in our community while spending time to-
gether, and it will most definitely become an annual
tradition! 

4th and 5th grade students delivering poinsettias. 

In continuing with the Christmas spirit our 2nd and
3rd grade students did a wonderful job during their
Christmas concerts. In addition to the great singing
by our students and directing by Mrs. Ballentine and
Ms. VanSickle, 3rd grader Megan Turns played a
beautiful solo on the piano. Listening to all of the par-
ents and children in the audience sing along made
for great evenings.  Additionally, Somerset Elemen-
tary students Maddie Powell and Marlie Wright each
won the Hoop Shoot in 2017. Congratulations girls!  

With the second half of the school year still ahead we
have big plans to build a stronger community for our
students, staff, and families with two community en-
gagement requests. The first will be our Character
Strength Drive Challenge that will occur during the
month of February as we ask each of our families to
complete the VIA character strength survey. This sur-
vey provides an explanation of each of the character
strength and ranks them according to the answers
given in a very user-friendly analysis. Our hope is
that the survey and its results will help our students’
caregivers to better understand each of the 24 char-
acter strengths, and especially their own top charac-
ter strengths. Somerset Elementary and Thornville
Elementary have challenged each other to see which
building will have the highest percentage of families
completing the surveys so please consider participat-
ing. The second request to our families will be to
complete an on-line survey using Survey Monkey.
Your feedback and ideas are an excellent way for us
to better understand the needs and thoughts of our
families and community members concerning the im-
provement of Somerset Elementary. Both the VIA
Character Strength Survey and the Survey Monkey
will be available for families to complete during parent
teacher conferences in Feb. It is our hope that our
families participate in both surveys and help us build
a stronger community and school. 

Somerset Elementary
Principal Ed Wolfel

Hoop Shoot winners Maddie Powell and Marlie Wright

1st grade stu-
dents visiting
Santa on the
Square.

Ed Wolfel, Principal
#otherpeoplematter



Yours in Education, 
Jay Hickman, Principal

Sheridan Middle School
Jay Hickman, Principal

Sheridan Middle School offers hope and prayers to
all our families as Mother Nature challenges our re-
silience.  It is truly amazing to see the smiling faces
return to school as we teach and learn through the
winter weather blasts.

We recently celebrated the academic accomplish-
ments of 262 students performing at a very high
level:  54 students received Principal’s Excellence
(4.0 GPA), 109 students received Principal’s Achieve-
ment (3.5 GPA) and 99 received Principal’s Honors
(3.0 GPA).  Those students received locker decals,
designed and produced by Mrs. Clow and Mrs. King.
Additionally, those students will have their photo in
the Perry County Tribune and our school website.
Congratulations to those students, families and staff.
We appreciate all that you do!

An amazing display of compassion to and from our
students is visible in the MS Office’s Generals Closet.
Students are receiving items as needed every day.
We are currently in need of sweatpants, belts, back-
packs, socks and boy’s shoes.  Please keep us in
mind if you have any gently used items or would like
to purchase any new items.  If you have any ques-
tions, please call the MS Office at 740-743-1315.

The Sheridan Middle School Quiz Bowl Team, made
up of Casey Johnson, Kaitlyn Heflin, Katrina Feasel
and Ayden Sayre, represented us at the Zane Trace
Consortium for Gifted Quiz Bowl Tournament. The
team, under the leadership of Mrs. Trunko, finished
the tournament with two wins and a tie.  Congratula-
tion Generals, you make us very proud! 

A special thank you goes to the Bike Buckeye Lake
Organization for donating 12 beautiful bikes, helmets
and locks to our very appreciative students.  The
bikes were presented to our students prior to Christ-
mas Break.  Thank you for your generous donations!

The Sheridan Middle School staff and students pro-
vided financial support to 22 families through Adopt-
A-child, Leaves of Kindness and Jeans Days.
Thanks to all that were able to contribute in making a
difference in our students’ lives during the Holidays!

The Sheridan Middle School Science Club has 26 sci-
ence-minded students.  Ms. Campbell is very proud
of the care given to the club’s turtles, especially the
efforts of Natalie Shriner.  The students have pro-
vided great time and care for the turtles.  In addition
to experiments with slime, goop and sticky glob, the
students look forward to meeting Perry County’s
Wildlife Officer Eric Lane.  Officer Lane will be speak-
ing to our students about the good and bad of area
wildlife and sharing experiences in an effort to pro-
mote a similar science career for our animal loving
club.

Sheridan Middle School would like to congratulate
Mrs. Mandy Fox for being recognized as the 2017
Ohio School Counselor of the Year by the Ohio
School Counseling Association.  Mrs. Fox makes a
difference in the lives of students at Northern Local!
Congratulations Mrs. Fox.

The National Junior Honor Society collected canned
food items for our local food pantries in February.  We
encourage all Generals to contribute what they can in
our effort to replenish our local community pantries
after the Holidays.

It’s GREAT to be a General!

SMS  students at S.T.A.R.S. 

Winners of the
bike drawing



The High School Student Council has had another
great start to the school year!
The group is open to all students in grades 9-12 and
works to serve the school and
community in a variety of ways from supporting
school spirit to providing community
support and leadership opportunities for students.
The first event of the year for Student Council was
Homecoming. The group worked to plan a pep rally,
spirit week, queen crowning ceremony, and dance.

The biggest project of the year for Student Council
was Christmas Adopt-A- Child.
The group ran a Penny Drive during the week before
Thanksgiving to raise money to purchase gifts for
local children and their families for Christmas. This
year Student Council was able to raise almost
$3,000.00 through the Penny Drive and combined
that with profits from the Homecoming dance to fund
the project. Student Council gathered Christmas lists
from Thornville and Glenford Elementary Schools,
Sheridan High School, and the Somerset Christmas
Fund. This year the Student Council shopped
for over 75 children and purchased gift cards for sev-
eral dozen students at the high school. Student Coun-
cil also received donations from the Northern Local
District Administrators, Glenford Lions, the Thorn
Township Toy Drive, Orthopedic and Spine
(Thornville- Heather Gore), Dave’s Feed and Seed,
Buckeye Lake Bike Association and Maggie Grum.
The Student Council would like to thank everyone
who made this year’s Adopt-A- Child project a suc-
cess!                                            

In addition to service projects the Student Council
also works to help students develop leadership skills.
Many members are active at the state level in the
Ohio Association of Student Councils and the iBelieve
organization. 

This is an exciting year for the “Northern Stars” show
choir as it is their 5 year Anniversary of Competitive
Show Choir with our director Beth McClain and Cho-
reographer Dallas Pritt. The theme of the show this
year is “being a star.” It is in honor of all the “Northern
Stars” of the past, present and future and how thank-
ful they are to have grown over the past half-decade
into one of the midwest’s most notable small mixed
competitive show choirs, recently being nominated for
a 2017 National FAME Aspire “Most Promising New
Program” Award. The show choir will compete in 6
competitions this year in both Ohio and Indiana begin-
ning January 6th and will end their season with our
very own Sheridan Spotlight Show Choir Competition
on March 17th. We would like to extend an invitation
to the community to attend our Spotlight Competition
and see 17 show choirs from Ohio, Indiana, Michigan,
Kentucky, and West Virginia compete.  

Sheridan High School 
Lisa Householder, Principal

Sheridan High
School Show
Choir

With a new semester the Symphonic Choir and
Chamber Singers are also working hard on their up-
coming concerts and events.  On March 1st, the
Symphonic Choir, Chamber Singers and 8th Grade
Choir will have their Winter Concert at the High
School. Following this concert, the Chamber
Singers will perform at the Ohio Music Educators
Large Group Contest where they will be judged on
their musicianship and sight singing abilities. This
event will take place at Thomas Worthington on
March 9th.                                



Scholarships are available on the School Counselor
webpage.  A list of scholarships by due date is avail-
able under the tab "Scholarship List and Searches."
Scholarship applications can be found under the tab
"Scholarship Applications."  Students may click on
the link for the scholarship they are interested in
which takes them directly to the application page for
that scholarship or provides a PDF of the application
that can be printed.  Paper copies of scholarship in-
formation and applications can be found in the high
school back office.  Scholarships are updated as
they are received.  Therefore, it is important for stu-
dents to check for new scholarships periodically.  

Yours in Education, 
Lisa Householder, Principal

Sophomores applying to Mid-East for the upcom-
ing 2018-2019 school year need to do so as soon
as possible.  

The male student of the month for December was
Luke Craft. Luke has maintained a GPA of 3.64
throughout his high school career and is the captain
of Sheridan’s varsity golf team. Throughout high
school, Luke has accomplished becoming a part of
varsity golf as well as getting onto the honor roll. Out-
side of school, Luke enjoys hanging out with friends,
working at Clay Haus, and spending time with his girl-
friend, Anya.
A mentor of Luke’s is Coach Michael Midkiff. “[He]
taught me to not dwell on the problems and just [to]
live life to it’s fullest. After high school Luke plans to
attend Youngstown State University and major in
nursing.

The female student of the month for December was
Emily Sipos. Emily has maintained a 4.0 throughout
her high school career. She expresses that, “I would
consider myself to be a creative and down to Earth
individual. Not a president for anything”. Outside of
school Emily enjoys anything art related, the out-
doors, riding roller coasters, sledding with an ATV,
hiking and drawing.

Emily expressed that she sees everyone as a men-
tor one way or another, if she had to pick a single
person it would be her fifth grade teacher, Mr.
Bartholic. She explains that Mr. Bartholic would be
seen as one of her mentors “because he showed
me my potential that I never wouldhave seen be-
fore.”

After high school Emily plans to go to college and
major in Physical Therapy. She hopes that this will
result in working with war veterans as it is very im-
portant to take care of those that fight for our free-
dom.

ASTRA (Association to Recognize
Achievement Academic Boosters) 

ASTRA offers parents an opportunity to remain in-
volved in their children’s education.  It offers parents
the opportunity to know the teachers, administrators
and other parents.  ASTRA offers you the opportunity
to show your teens that you think the academic part
of their education is important.  Many parents work
and have fun at sporting events, but classroom
achievement is also very vital to our children’s future.
ASTRA raises money.  They use the money for aca-
demic awards, scholarships for our seniors and spe-
cial recognition services.   ASTRA also maintains a
“Hall of Excellence” which recognizes outstanding
achievements by Sheridan High School Alumni and
community members.  Mr. Nolan Henderson was this
year’s inductee to the Hall of Fame. Parents, please
consider joining.

Emily Sipos, Student of the
Month

Luke Craft, Student of
the Month



Changes of Address or Contact Information
We live in a time of ongoing change.  One thing
that we need to ensure keeps up with change, is
our documentation of addresses and contact in-
formation.  If you have a change of residence,
updated phone number, email address, or
change of custody situation, we would like to
know.  We send things via email and via paper
based mail, and want to make sure that we are
able to share the great things that are happening
here at Northern Local.  To change your informa-
tion, please contact the secretary at your child’s
school.  

Our Video Highlights
We hope you have been able to see the short videos
that have been put together, in order to share the
wonderful opportunities that students are taking ad-
vantage of, here at Northern Local.  Students and
staff have enjoyed making and viewing these promo-
tional “spotlight on education videos,” and have been
made aware of other programs that are ongoing.  We
have many things to be proud of at Northern Local,
and these videos, though short, allow our community
to see some of the great things that are happening,
each and every day!  If you have not yet seen these
videos, or if you would like to see them again, the
links are located on the district website.  You can ac-
cess them by going to www.nlsd.k12.oh.us.  The links
will be in the center of the screen as you scroll down.
There are a total of 15 of them to date.  

Welcome Mrs. Miller!
Mrs. Megan Miller was elected this fall as a new
member of our school board.  She joins an excel-
lent board of community members who work hard
to ensure the success of our school district!

WELCOME KINDERGARTENERS!
Kindergarten Registration was held on March 5,
and March 7, 2018.  If you have a child who will
be 5 prior to August 1, 2018, please visit the
Northern Local School District Office located in
the Middle School building, Monday through Fri-
day, between 7:30a.m. and 2:00p.m., as soon as
possible. To register your child for school, you
will need a copy of his or her birth certificate,
proof of residence, and custody documents, if
applicable.  Kindergarten screenings will be held
in April, and we would love to have our members
of the class of 2032 ready to begin their journey
here at Northern Local!  



A new section of our Newsletter will be dedicated to honoring our outstanding employees that
make the difficult decision to retiree after years of service to the district and our community.
This edition’s honoree could not be a better representation of the caliber of employees that we
are blessed to have working with us at Northern Local.                                                                  

Sylvia Baker

Sylvia Baker began working in the district in 1983 and just retired this past December after over
35 years of incredible service.  Sylvia is one of the students that first graduated from the “new”
high school in 1961.  She has two wonderful daughters, Diana and Jean, who also retired from
their careers and currently substitute for us on a regular basis.  Sylvia enjoys listening to Celtic
Thunder while working in her garage, reupholstering furniture.  In fact, Sylvia shared her talents
with us by reupholstering all of our weight room benches prior to her retirement!  Ms. Baker is
also known for her incredible pies and she often shared them during her time at Northern.  We
also looked forward to her “pie baking days” because we knew we would see some in the of-
fices.  Sylvia was twice awarded the “Outstanding Classified Employee” of the region but her
work ethic and genuine love for her job and the people she worked with could have earned her
the award every year!  We will miss Sylvia but wish her and her daughters Great Adventures!

Honoring Our Own

Sylvia Baker is honored for 35 years of dedication to Northern Local.



Looking Forward.........
This is the 2018-2019 Calendar for Northern Local School District



Gymnastics: Our team was State Runner-Up!

-Sydney Bradley, Brooklyn Heller, Rylee Rodich, Madison Snider, and Sarah Snider were state qualifiers.
-Sydney Bradley 4th place on uneven bars and 7th place on floor and 10th place on vault in the state!
-Sarah Snider 10th place on the beam in the state!
-Madison Snider 8th place on uneven bars and 10th place on beam and 8th all-around in the state!

Wrestling: State meet results will be included in the next newsletter.
-2nd place in the MVL
-2nd place at Sectionals
-Vladymre Rossetti, Deven Factor, Nick Ranalli, Jordan Barnett, Noah Barnett, Jarrett Munyan, Chance King, Cody
Neece, Owen Loughman, Logan Morris were District qualifiers
-Owen Loughman was district champion
-Noah Barnett, Jarrett Munyan, Cody Neece, and Owen Loughman were all State qualifiers

Girls Basketball: Playoff results will be included in the next newsletter.
-Record = 24-3
-MVL Champs
-Sectional Champs
-District Champs
-Tied the school record for most girls basketball wins in a season with 24
-Rachel Cooke and Kendyl Mick were 1st team All-MVL and Jena Wharton was Honorable Mention All-MVL
***All District and All State teams were not announced yet

Boys Basketball: 
-Record = 20-4
-2nd place in the MVL
-Sectional Champs
-Won 20 games which is the 3rd most wins in boys basketball history at Sheridan!
-Finished the season ranked #7 in the AP poll
-Ethan Heller and Grant Heileman were 1st team All-MVL and Luken Hill was Honorable Mention All-MVL
***All District and All State teams have not been announced yet

Substitutes Needed! 
We are in need of substitutes for the
following positions: Bus Drivers,
Classroom Aides, Cooks, Teachers.
If you would like to join our out-
standing staff working to improve
sooportunities for studnets, contact
us at 740-743-1303 or stop in to
the district office and introduce
yourself.  Many of our Substitutes go
on to full time positions!

(740) 743-1303

Northern Local Schools 
8700 Sheridan Road
Thornville, Ohio 43076
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